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that the conscientious scruples which may have produced the
movement first became active, when the Hasmonasans, having
usurped the High-Priesthood, for Jonathan was the first king
to become High Priest, forsook those ancient paths which the
community of the faithful had hitherto followed. If this argu-
ment be accepted, it will perhaps be necessary to put the date
as late as the reign of John Hyrcanus (d. 105), or of his son
Aristobulus (105-104).1 In any case, the first express allusion
to an Essene has reference to the year 105, for it is in that year
that "a certain Judas the Essene" is said to have gained a
reputation as a prophet by predicting the death of Aristobulus.2
It is reasonable to refer to the latter part of the second century
that feeling of world-weariness which seems to have pro-
duced the Essene movement. The most interesting feature of
Pliny's allusion to the sects is precisely his reference to this
characteristic. Pliny has just remarked that the Essenes do
not have wives, and are therefore recruited from the ranks of
men who are tired of life.3 And indeed, at the first glance, they
appear, both by their spirit and their organization, as a sort of
earlier anticipation of Christian monasticism and of our own
" tertiary orders " living during the present century under a rule
and a religious discipline. There is in the Essene something
both of the monk and of the friar.

Ill

THE ESSENE COMMUNITY.   ITS MODE OF LIFE

There is no reason for believing that there ever existed such
a thing as an actual order of Essenes/ uniform in character
and everywhere subject to the same rule and to a central
authority. Were such the case, it would be a fact of paramount
importance, but in point of fact we find no trace of it.

In order to gain a proper picture of the Essenes, it is necessary

1 CCLXXX, 90 ;   CCC3I, i, 147 ;   CCLXXVII, 266 ff.;   comes to the
conclusion that 4k the beginnings of the society were not earlier than the reign
of the last Hasmonceans."    CCLXXVm* ii, 395, says it began " towards the
end of the second century, during the disturbances which marked the reign of
John Hyrcanus."

2 Jos., Ant., xiii, 11, 2 :   ... *Iovdav TWO. 'Eaa^ov TO y&o~. . . .

3 Pliny, H.N., v, 17, 4 :   ki quos vita fessos ad mores eorum fortunae
fiuctus agitate

4 This is not Bousset's opinion (see CCLIU, 457), Die Essener zvaren in
ersten Linie ein Orden, or that of Eduard Meyer (CCLXXVTEI, ii, 393), who
speaks of them as an order of monks ;  in my opinion this is merely an
anticipation.